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Observations on Luminous Animals. By J. Mac art-NEY, Esq.
(Concluded from page 424.) The phenomenon of animal light has been attempted to be explained indifferent ways. J3y many persons it was formerly ascribed to a putrefactive process, but since the modern theories of combustion became known, it lias been generally believed to depend upon an actual inflammation of the luminous substance, similar to the slow combustion of phosphorus.
Others have accounted for the luminous effect, by sup- posing the matter of light to be accumulated, and rendered latent under particular circumstances, and afterwards evolved in a sensible form.
The opinion of the light of living animals being the consequence of putrefaction, is evidently absurd, and contradictory to all observation on the subject. It 
